





Marriage and Divorce Highlights

Recent
Trend in
Key Indicators Period Delaware U.S. Delaware*
Marriages
+ Number of marriages per 1,000 population 2000-2004 6.4 8.0* Decreasing
(See Table B-2)
Divorces
« Number of divorces per 1,000 population 2000-2004 3.8 3.7 Decreasing

(See Table B-6)

* Trend over last 3 to 4 time periods.
** U.S. divorce data based on national estimates for 2004.

Key Facts

* There were 5,088 marriages and 3,108 divorces in Delaware in 2004 (see Tables B-1 and B-5,
respectively).

* The most popular month to get married in Delaware in 2004 was October (see Table B-3).
* The median duration of marriage for couples divorced in 2004 was 8.4 years (see Table B-7).

* There were a total of 2,725 children under 18 years of age among couples who divorced in 2004 (see
Table B-8).
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TABLE B-1
NUMBER OF MARRIAGES BY PLACE OF CEREMONY

U.S., DELAWARE AND COUNTIES, 1984-2004

Year U.S. Delaware Kent New Castle Sussex
1984 2477192 5461 1038 3434 989
1985 2412625 5356 1063 3443 850
1986 2407099 5484 1142 3433 909
1987 2403378 5410 1001 3429 980
1988 2395926 5645 1114 3512 1019
1989 2403268 5946 1100 3783 1063
1990 2443489 5643 1027 3524 1092
1991 2371000 * 5348 1073 3259 1016
1992 2362000 * 5069 1026 3028 1015
1993 2334000 * 5023 982 3033 1008
1994 2362000 * 5080 1000 3028 1052
1995 2336000 * 5378 1019 3216 1143
1996 2344000 * 5209 980 3081 1148
1997 2384000 * 5372 1017 3154 1201
1998 2244000 * 5023 937 2951 1135
1999 2251000 * 5188 929 3011 1248
2000 2376000 * 5292 957 3117 1218
2001 2345000 * 5279 963 3118 1198
2002 2254000 * 5171 1015 2899 1257
2003 2245000 * 4923 923 2784 1216
2004 2279000 * 5088 998 2801 1289
Note: FYAMAR1

*Based on NCHS estimate.

Sources:
National Center for Health Statistics
Delaware Health Statistics Center

TABLE B-2
FIVE-YEAR AVERAGE MARRIAGE RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION
BY PLACE OF CEREMONY

U.S., DELAWARE AND COUNTIES, 1984-2004

Years U.S. Delaware Kent New Castle Sussex
1984-1988 10.1 8.6 10.2 8.2 8.9
1985-1989 9.9 8.7 10.2 8.2 8.9
1986-1990 9.9 8.7 9.9 8.2 9.2
1987-1991 9.7 * 8.5 9.7 8.0 9.2
1988-1992 9.6 * 8.2 9.5 7.7 9.0
1989-1993 9.4 * 79 9.2 7.4 8.8
1990-1994 9.3 * 7.5 8.8 7.0 8.5
1991-1995 9.1* 7.3 8.7 6.7 8.3
1992-1996 9.0 * 7.2 8.4 6.6 8.2
1993-1997 9.0 * 71 8.3 6.5 8.2
1994-1998 8.8 * 7.0 8.2 6.4 8.1
1995-1999 8.6 * 7.0 79 6.4 8.2
1996-2000 8.5 * 6.8 7.8 6.2 8.0
1997-2001 8.4 * 6.8 7.6 6.2 7.9
1998-2002 8.2 * 6.6 75 6.0 77
1999-2003 8.1* 6.5 7.4 5.9 7.6
2000-2004 8.0 * 6.4 7.3 5.8 7.5
Note: FYAMAR2

*Based on NCHS estimate.
Sources:

National Center for Health Statistics
Delaware Health Statistics Center
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TABLE B-3
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF MARRIAGES BY MONTH OF CEREMONY

DELAWARE, 2004

Month Number Percent
January 230 4.5
February 290 5.7
March 275 5.4
April 372 7.3
May 556 10.9
June 597 1.7
July 509 10.0
August 486 9.6
September 556 10.9
October 604 11.9
November 327 6.4
December 286 5.6
Total 5088 100.0

DAYMONT1
Notes:

1. Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.
2. Percentages are calculated based upon the total number of marriages.

Source:
Delaware Health Statistics Center

TABLE B-4
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF MARRIAGES BY DAY OF WEEK CEREMONY PERFORMED

DELAWARE, 2004

Day Number Percent
Sunday 336 6.6
Monday 97 1.9
Tuesday 197 3.9
Wednesday 757 14.9
Thursday 163 3.2
Friday 667 13.1
Saturday 2871 56.4
Total 5088 100.0

DAYMONT2
Notes:

1. Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.
2. Percentages are calculated based upon the total number of marriages.

Source:
Delaware Health Statistics Center
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TABLE B-5
NUMBER OF DIVORCES/ANNULMENTS* BY PLACE OF DECREE

DELAWARE AND COUNTIES, 1984-2004

Year Delaware Kent New Castle Sussex

1984 2907 602 1785 520
1985 2992 648 1806 538
1986 3093 612 1876 605
1987 2939 630 1729 580
1988 3007 646 1835 526
1989 2896 637 1683 576
1990 3034 575 1922 537
1991 3009 646 1724 639
1992 3397 653 2065 679
1993 3175 634 1957 584
1994 3551 707 2152 692
1995 3509 798 2003 708
1996 3405 712 1970 723
1997 3009 647 1700 662
1998 3233 652 1984 597
1999 3482 801 2008 673
2000 3060 674 1808 578
2001 3114 666 1657 791
2002 2792 714 1392 686
2003 3178 673 1834 671
2004 3108 701 1744 663

Note: FYADIV1

*Annulments represent less than 0.3% of the totals.

Source:
Delaware Health Statistics Center

TABLE B-6
FIVE-YEAR AVERAGE DIVORCE/ANNULMENT* RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION
BY PLACE OF DECREE

DELAWARE AND COUNTIES, 1984-2004

Years Delaware Kent New Castle Sussex
1984-1988 4.7 6.0 4.3 5.2
1985-1989 4.7 5.9 4.2 5.2
1986-1990 4.6 5.7 4.2 5.1
1987-1991 4.5 5.7 41 5.1
1988-1992 4.6 5.6 4.2 5.1
1989-1993 4.5 5.5 4.2 5.1
1990-1994 4.7 5.6 4.3 5.1
1991-1995 4.7 5.8 4.3 5.2
1992-1996 4.7 5.9 4.3 5.2
1993-1997 4.6 5.8 41 5.0
1994-1998 4.5 5.8 41 4.9
1995-1999 4.4 5.9 4.0 4.7
1996-2000 4.2 5.6 3.9 4.4
1997-2001 41 5.5 3.7 4.3
1998-2002 4.0 5.5 3.5 4.2
1999-2003 3.9 5.4 3.4 4.2
2000-2004 3.8 5.2 3.3 4.1

Note: FYADIV2

*Annulments represent less than 0.3% of the totals.

Source:
Delaware Health Statistics Center
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Figure B-1
Five-year Average Marriage and Divorce Rates

Delaware, 1984-2004
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Source:
Delaware Health Statistics Center
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TABLE B-7

MEAN AND MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE IN YEARS AT TIME OF DIVORCE DECREE

BY RACE AND NUMBER OF THIS MARRIAGE

DELAWARE, 2004

Race/

Number of Marriage

All Races

All Marriages
First Marriage
Second Marriage
Third Marriage+

White

All Marriages
First Marriage
Second Marriage
Third Marriage+

Black

All Marriages
First Marriage
Second Marriage
Third Marriage+

Husband
Mean | Median
10.8 8.4
11.4 8.7
9.8 7.9
7.4 5.8
11.0
11.6 9.0
10.3
8.1
9.7 7.3
10.8 8.3
7.5 5.8
5.2 3.8

Wife

Mean | Median
10.8 8.4
11.6 8.9
9.3 7.2
7.5 6.3
11.0 8.5
11.8 9.2
9.7 8.1
7.9 6.9
9.7 7.3
10.6 8.3
7.8 6.2
4.8 3.1

Notes:

DURRCNUM

1. See Definitions Section for explanation of the mean and median.
2. "All Races" includes "Other" and "Unknown" race categories.
3. "All Marriages" includes unknown number of this marriage.

Source:

Delaware Health Statistics Center
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TABLE B-8
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF DIVORCES BY RACE OF HUSBAND AND WIFE
AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18

DELAWARE, 2004

Number of Race

Children All Races White Black Other/Unknown

Under 18 | Number | Percent|[ Number | Percent|| Number | Percent || Number | Percent
Husband 3108 100.0 2132 100.0 656 100.0 320 100.0
None 1450 46.7 983 46.1 325 49.5 142 44 .4
1 681 21.9 482 22.6 122 18.6 77 241
2 607 19.5 439 20.6 112 171 56 17.5
3 180 5.8 121 5.7 40 6.1 19 5.9
4 51 1.6 27 1.3 19 29 5 1.6
5+ 16 0.5 10 0.5 4 0.6 2 0.6
Unknown 123 4.0 70 3.3 34 5.2 19 59
Wife 3108 100.0 2136 100.0 608 100.0 364 100.0
None 1450 46.7 976 457 309 50.8 165 45.3
1 681 21.9 483 22.6 114 18.8 84 23.1
2 607 19.5 445 20.8 96 15.8 66 18.1
3 180 5.8 123 5.8 34 5.6 23 6.3
4 51 1.6 30 1.4 17 2.8 4 1.1
5+ 16 0.5 12 0.6 3 0.5 1 0.3
Unknown 123 4.0 67 3.1 35 5.8 21 5.8
Notes: CHILD

1. Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.
2. Percentages are calculated based upon the total number of divorces in each race

category.

3. "All Races" includes "Other" and "Unknown" race categories.

Source:

Delaware Health Statistics Center

28

Delaware Vital Statistics Annual Report



	Highlights
	# and Rate of Marriages
	# and % of Marriages by Month and Week of Ceremony
	# and Rate of Divorces
	Graph - Marriage and Divorce Rates
	Mean and Median Duration of Marriage


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




